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the Savage, as a lesson that, another time, he must
be less suspicious.

On the 22nd, our Pierre having caught a Beaver,
a Savage skinned and our brother washed it. This
woman, seeing that he let some of the blood of the
animal fall to the ground, cried out: ‘‘In truth, this
man has no [102] sense;” and turning to Pierre she
said: ‘“Thou wilt take no more Beavers, for the blood
of thine has been spilled.” It is one of their super-
stitions that you must not spill the pure blood of the
Beaver upon the ground, if you wish to have good
hunting, at least Pierre has told us so.

On the first day of April, the Captain of the Algon-
quains came to see us, and brought us some Elk
meat, his people having killed ten of these animals.
Although the Savages will give you something for a
‘“thank you,” (this is a word they have learned from
the French), you must make them some return for
another ‘‘ thank you,” otherwise you will be looked
upon as ungrateful. They are willing enough to re-
ceive without giving; but they do not know what it
is to give without receiving. It is true that, if you
will follow them into the woods, they will feed you
without asking anything of you, [103] if they think
that you have nothing. But if they see that you have
something, and they want it, they will not stop ask-
ing you for it until you have given it.

To return to this Captain; I asked him if he had a
son, and if he would not give him to us to be edu-
cated. He asked me how many children I wanted,
and [said] that I already had two. I told him
that in time I should perhaps feed twenty. He was
astonished. ‘‘ Wilt thou clothe so many as well?”
asked he. I answered him that we would not take



